
Ligonier Township Supervisors 

Regular Meeting 

November 9, 2016 

 

The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 7 PM with the Pledge of 

Allegiance opening the meeting. Secretary Bruce Robinson took roll call.  Present were D. Scott 

Matson; Bruce Robinson; and Gary Thistlethwaite; and Chairman, Wade Thomas.  Vice 

Chairman Paul Knupp was absent. 

 

Public Comment 

 

1. Mike Getto, 739 Two-Mile Run Rd. – Attended the Planning Commission Meeting and 

they did a good job on the Nuisance ordinance and thanked them and the Board of 

Supervisors for considering the ordinance.  Suggested that we consider the non-

conformance and registration. 

 

2. Dan Stevens- Stated this is first meeting he could attend since Mill Road Bridge was 

completed and expressed his appreciation for a job well done by the Public Works Crew 

as they worked some of the hottest days in August. 

 

3. Eric Schreiber – Stated he is a Planning Commission member and asked to send back to 

the Planning Commission the Nuisance Ordinance as hobby cars are not included, he 

voted against the proposed Planning Commission Nuisance Ordinance submitted to the 

Board of Supervisors as he feels it need more work. 

 

4. Jim Schmidt – President of Boys Brigade Camp Association and asked for any guidance 

for what to do and where to go regarding a log jam in Mill Run Creek down off of 

Brigade Lane. 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve 

the minutes of the October 25, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried  

Supervisor Comments - None 

Staff Report 

 

Manager’s Report – Terry Carcella reported that the Zion Church Road Bridge is open 

and showed before and after pictures with the bridge being an unlading weight bridge.  

This type of bridge is the bridge of Ligonier Township’s future.  Ligonier Township is 

presenting the 2017 Draft Budget with a 20 percent reduction in property taxes from 5 

Mil to 4 Mil.  The strong fiscal and financial position of the Township the last two years 

has helped to contribute to this tax reduction.  The budget will be advertised once the 

supervisors take action tonight to do so with a hopefully a final vote on it at the 

December 13th meeting.  Terry will have a five-year plan sometime early next year.  

Hopefully the first week of December there will be a Regional Police Study budget 

meeting as this is the next phase pending a confirmation from Ligonier Borough.  



Working on the joint Planning Commission Study, the online survey will end at 4PM on 

Tuesday, November 15.  Focus group meeting on October 25, 2016 were broken up into 

the following categories:   Transportation, Agriculture, Recreation and Trails, 

Government Services, Business and Economic Development, Community Design and 

Environmental Open Space, Police and Public Safety, and Heritage Tourism and 

Housing.  Had over 650 surveys at the 25th meeting and we have more than that now.  We 

have put money into the plan for the SALDO-Subdivision and Land Development. 

 

Police Report – Advised Community of two burglaries by Sheetz on Route 271. 

 

Public Works Report – None 

 

Engineer’s Report- Dorothy stated that Zion Church Road Bridge is open with no 

weight limit, inspections are needed though and have been done.  Commented the Public 

Works Crew on a good job and that we are very fortune to have a crew like them to do 

this work. 

 

Solicitor’s Report – Deferred to later in the meeting 

 

Zoning/Code Enforcement Report – Richard Bell reported: 

  

 Total Income form (10) Lien Letter Requests   $250.00 

 

Building Permits Issued     Income 

 

 6       $3,434.53 

 

Peddler Permits Issued 

 

1 20.00 

No-Impact Home Based Business 

1 25.00 

 

Zoning Permits 

 

 7           859.60 

 

Demolition Permits 
 

 2           100.00 

 

Total Income Generated $ 4,689.13 



 
 

His office received one complaint regarding possible illegal signs being placed throughout the 

township. The office has in the past and will continue to pick-up any signs witnessed by this 

office to be illegal. 

 

It should be noted that the property on Owl Hollow Road that was in such a blighted state of 

repair has been purchased and the new owner has brought the property into compliance. 

 

His office handled three (3) missing animal reports. 

 

Spoke with Jordan with Rep. Reese office, Dep, Loyalhanna Watershed, and few others 

regarding Brigade Lane log jam.  And he is looking at with the Watershed to see about getting 

volunteers for help clean up the jam.  Needs to research and finalize the owners of the properties. 

 

Planning Commission 

Planning Commission met on October 27, 2016. Minutes are located on the back table for 

anyone wishing a copy. 

 

Discussed the Comprehensive Plan and the nuisance/property maintenance ordinance. An 

updated Nuisance Ordinance was voted on and forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for their 

perusal. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board 

There was no Zoning Hearing Board in July due to a lack of agenda. 
 

Correspondence – Ligonier Valley Library Thank You Letter 

Treasurer’s Report-Terry Carcella stated that the General Fund account balance is $626,959.55 the Act 13 

account balance is $71,934.38, the K-9 account balance is $50,865.39, the Liquid Fuels account balance is 

$57,635.66 the Developer’s account balance is $22,544.00, Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $9,872.43, the 

Equipment Fund $23,570.98, and the Capital Reserve CD’s $417,884.55 for a total of $1,281,262.94.  No action 

required. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Scott Matson to approve the bill payments of 

November 1st and 9th, 2016 bill payment lists.  Motion carried 

 

 

Old Business 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Scott Matson to approve Ordinance #02-2016 

Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement.  Motion carried 

 

There was discussion on revisions to the resolution to bring back to next month’s meeting; Road Bond, Road 

Study, a new angle of approach at Myers School Road and Peoples Road $500/month fee for each month over 

the set timeframe until the road is opened.  Chairman, Wade Thomas stated it should be more like $5,000 

instead of $500, and a traffic control plan. 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Scott Matson to table Resolution #21-2016 

request by Coal Loaders to close Myers School Road for Reclamation Work in 2017.  Motion carried 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve Resolution 

#19-2016 Amending Health Care Stipend for Opt Out Employees eligible for health care plan covering 

administration and management employees.  Motion carried. 



 
 

 

New Business 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Scott Matson to approve request from 

Township Manager, Terry Carcella for him to attend Workshop with APMM in January 27, 2017.  

Motion carried 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve Resolution 

#20-2016 Police Pension Fund Elimination of 2017 contributions.  Motion carried 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve WEX/Co-Stars 

Fleet Fuel Card Program on a Trial Basis.  Motion carried with Scott Matson voting Nay 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Scott Matson to approve advertisement of the 

2017 Draft Budget.  Motion carried 

 

Bruce Robinson commented that he; Chairman, Wade Thomas, Township Manager, Terry Carcella; and 

Financial Administrative Assistant, Roxanne Shadron had a budget meeting and there are no problems now and 

we are saving money as this is an actuate budget.  Bruce Robinson states this is sustainable and believes it is 

sustainable for the next five years.  Gary Thistlethwaite concurred with Supervisor Robinson. 

  

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve advertisement 

of the Nuisance ordinance #03-2016 Revision from the Planning Commission with Disclaimer not to 

Agriculture and the permit extension changes.  Motion carried with Scott Matson voting Nay 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Scott Matson to approve 2017 Holiday 

Schedule and Meeting Calendar.  Motion carried with Scott Matson voting Nay 

 

Supervisors Comments 

 

Supervisor Scott Matson – Agree with Mr. Getto, but feels the Nuisance Ordinance needs more work.  The 

work on the bridges were job and priced right.  We have come a long way; however, just wording was 

changed in the contract only and not in actions as we had overtime. 

 

 A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Bruce Robinson to layoff three road crew 

personnel since we are in a slow period (bridges done and winter not started). Motion failed 4-1. 

 

Bruce commented that this is something that they should have considered back in the spring not now right 

before winter as trucks need to be serviced for winter etc.  He cannot support this motion.  Gary 

Thistlethwaite asked Terry what kind of money would be saved.  Terry never answered the question and just 

stated he never knew of a municipality in his career do this right before the winter season and that there is 

plenty of work for the crew to do. 

 

Supervisor Paul Knupp – Not Present. 

 

Supervisor Bruce Robinson – Enjoys being on the Board of Supervisors and is running for re-election. 

 

Supervisor Gary Thistlethwaite – Running for re-election. 

  

Supervisor Wade Thomas – No Comment. 



 
 

 

A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Scott Matson to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 PM.  

Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roxanne Shadron 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 



 
 

 



 
 

 


