
Ligonier Township Supervisors 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 14, 2022 
 
The Supervisors of Ligonier Township met in regular session at 7:00 p.m.  Vice Chair, 
John Beaufort; Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie Verna; Supervisor, D. Scott Matson; and 
Supervisor, Erik Ross were present.  Chairman Dan Resenic was absent. 
 
Also present were Manager, Michael Strelic; Solicitor, Dan Hudock; Engineer Ben Faas; 
Zoning Officer, Jim Nieusma, and Finance Officer, Bethany Caldwell. 
 
Comments from the Public  
 
1.  Bernadette McNicol – said that speeding is a problem on her street, saw a few near 
misses, there are children on the road so she asked the Board to consider installing 
“Slow Down” and “Deer Crossing” signs on Mill Road.  
 
Comments from the Supervisors 
 
Supervisor Matson – no comment 
 
Supervisor Verna – verified the board was still committed to providing a bounce house 
at the LVPD’s National Night Out.  Chief Berger to secure the rental, while staff work 
with insurance to secure an event rider. Asked Public Works to address Carey School 
Road issues; the road is narrow and storm erosion is making it narrower.  Kids walk to 
school on this road, please evaluate repair options.   
 
Supervisor Ross – no comment 
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross to approve 
the minutes from the May 10, 2022 meeting with one correction – change the 
meeting date.   Motion carried.  

 
Correspondence:  
 
1. Email from Michael Sulkowski, regarding parking at the Ligonier Beach to fish the 

Loyalhanna 
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to 
secure the property and close it off to public access.  Motion carried.  

 
2. Voicemail from Shari Davis, regarding Mallard Lane – thanked Public Works for 

timely response, “lane looks amazing”. 
 

3. Package from Zoning Hearing Board, regarding weaknesses in our zoning code in 
relation to billboards 



• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross to send the 
Zoning Hearing Board’s package to the Planning Commission for review.  Motion 
carried.  

 
4. Call from Bernadette McNicol, requesting “slow down” and “deer crossing” signs for 

Mill Road.  
 
Manager’s Report 
Mr. Strelic reported that he has been busy taking in as much as he can.  He sees some 
financial / personnel issues on the horizon that will need to be addressed at some point, 
but for now the township is in good shape without imminent threat. 
 
Engineer’s Report 
Mr. Faas reported the township has received five more bridge reports: 1) Peters Road,  
2) Carey School Road, 3) Horner Hill Road, 4) Zion Church Road, and 5) Austraw 
Road.  The bridges are in good condition.  Public Works to determine what work can be 
done in-house and schedule accordingly.   
 
Supervisor Matson asked if the bridges should be pressure washed.   
Not all, but the open grate steel bridges would benefit.   
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Mr. Hudock requested an executive session be held later to discuss pending litigation.  
 

• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross executing the 
Township’s contract with the new manager.  Motion carried.   

 
Police Report 
Chief Berger went over his monthly report – officers will be repainting while lines on 
roads to enforce speed limits.   
 
Zoning & Code Report 
See attached. 
 
Finance Report 
The May budget vs. actual report for the General Fund was presented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report  
Supervisor Verna reported the account balances as of June 14: 
 

  
 
*denotes funds are restricted 
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross to approve 
the bills as presented.  Motion carried.   

 
Old Business 
The Friends of Ligonier Beach (FOLB) presented their Ligonier Beach Business Plan.  
Vice Chair Beaufort asked the board to review the materials presented by FOLB as the 
board will be considering whether or not move forward with a feasibility study.  
 
New Business 
 

• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross approving the 
Alexander Dick subdivision.  Motion carried. 

 
• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross approving the 

Kale Partners subdivision.  Motion carried.   
 

• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross approving the 
David Piper plan III subdivision.  Motion carried.   

 

Account Balances  06/14/22
General Fund 648,828$    
General Fund Reserves 683,802$    
Liquid Fuels Tax Fund 330,985$    
Capital Fund Reserves 40,067$      
Ligonier Beach Park Fund 105,098$    
American Rescue Fund 5,490$        
Developer's Fund* 79,757$      
   *Escrow 5,000$        
   *Mill Creek Memorial Park 28,209$      
   *Hi Acres Waterline 46,548$      
Total Funds 1,894,027$ 

Payroll 06/16/22
Administrative 8,582$        
Public Works 8,666$        
Elected 462$           
Employer Tax  1,335$        
Deductions (264)$          
Payroll Billing 81$             
Total Payroll 18,861$      



• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson approving the 
Wing consolidation.  Motion carried.   

 
• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross approving the 

Graham consolidation.  Motion carried.   
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by John Beaufort to 
advertise for a Zoning / Code Enforcement Officer.  Staff to ensure the position 
description is updated as the position’s duties have evolved.  Motion carried. 

 
• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by John Beaufort to 

advertise for a part time administrative assistant.  Motion carried, with Supervisor 
Matson voting against.   
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross to advertise 
for a Public Works Operator.  Motion carried, with Supervisor Matson voting 
against.  

 
• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross appointing 

Michael Strelic as the township’s second pension plan trustee.  Motion carried.  
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross appointing 
Michael Strelic as an authorized signer for all Ligonier Township bank accounts 
at Commonwealth Bank.  Motion carried.  
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross appointing 
Michael Strelic as the township’s Westmoreland County Tax Collection 
Committee delegate.  Motion carried.   

 
• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson appointing 

Michael Strelic as the township’s Right-to-know (RTK) officer.  Motion carried. 
 

There was a discussion about the Police / EMS building – Supervisor Beaufort asked 
the board to approve the building concept so that staff can explore options (grants, fund 
raising) to fund the study.     
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross adopting 
Resolution 4 of 2022, setting the Township Office Hours from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  Motion carried.  
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross adopting 
Resolution 5 of 2022, approving the reinvestment of General Fund Reserves.  
Motion carried. 



• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross to amend 
the Township’s mileage reimbursement rate of $0.625 per mile (following the IRS 
rate).  Motion carried. 

 
Executive Session 
The Supervisors went into executive session at 8:07 p.m. to discuss potential litigation 
and resumed regular meeting at 8:20 p.m.   
 
Comments from the Public  
Debbie Nicely - Since FOLB started working on the Ligonier Beach project, people have 
commented that they don’t want to see their tax dollars go towards the pool.  Their 
proposal would generate revenue – an opportunity that would be lost if the Beach is 
turned into a passive recreational park.  Local residents pay state and federal 
withholding taxes, securing DCNR and other grants for this project is a way to funnel 
those taxes back into our community as opposed to allowing those tax dollars to go 
elsewhere (Pittsburgh, Philadelphia). 
 
Comments from the Supervisors 
 
Supervisor Matson – no comment 
 
Supervisor Verna – no comment 
  
Supervisor Ross – no comment 
 
Supervisor Beaufort– Thanked FOLB for their presentation and all the work they put into 
it.  Thanked Mr. Nieusma for his time serving as the Township’s Zoning / Code 
Enforcement Officer.  
 

• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:23 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bethany Caldwell 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer  






