Ligonier Township Supervisors
Regular Meeting Minutes
December 8, 2020
The Supervisors of Ligonier Township met in regular session at 7:00 PM and opened
with the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary/Treasurer Stephanie Verna took roll call.
Present were Chair, John Beaufort; Vice Chair, Paul Knupp; Secretary/Treasurer,
Stephanie Verna; Supervisor, D. Scott Matson; and Supervisor, Dan Resenic.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to
approve the minutes from the November 10, 2020 meeting. Motion carried.

Supervisors Comment
Supervisor Resenic thanked the Board for his appointment and looks forward to the
challenging work ahead in 2021.
Manager’s Report
CARES grant was received. Earned Income and realty transfer tax revenue came in
stronger than expected and as a result the Township not be have to use its reserves
this year.
Public Works Report
Mr. Morgan presented the Mountain Road culvert replacement project, provided
pictures and a letter of appreciation.
Engineers Report
Mr. Faas reported EADs is updating the Act 537 financials and completing the DEP’s
certification for Mountain Road culvert replacement project.
Ligonier Valley Police Department Report
Chief Berger went over the attached report.
Solicitor’s Report:
Mr. Korns provided a covid-19 situation update, expect more restrictions from the state.
Continue to work on the property maintenance code, stripping it down to the bare
minimums that address junk properties and protecting the health & safety of residents.
He is on track to present a draft to the Planning Commission in January, with the Board
to see it in February / March.
Zoning & Code Report
Mr. Nieusma reviewed his monthly report (attached), noting there were no new
complaints. The following five (5) subdivisions were reviewed and approved by
Planning Commission at a special meeting held last week:
1. The Strano’s would like a simple subdivision of their lot on the corner of Hillside Ave.

•

A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to approve
the Strano subdivision. Motion carried.

2. Utech requested a 5 acre subdivision of their parcel on Darlington & Fairview Road.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to
approve the Utech subdivision. Motion carried.

3. Gerome / Vessey asked to subdivide 15 acres of their property. Supervisor Beaufort
asked for verification permits were paid and current – Yes.
•

A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to approve
the Gerome / Vessey subdivision. Motion carried.

4. The LTMA would like to purchase a small parcel from Idelwild to install a water tower
off of Clark Hollow Road, using the same access road to the cell tower.
•

A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to approve
the Idlewild subdivision. Motion carried.

5. Nelson Plan, the Nelson’s requested the 50 acres be subdivided from their parcel.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to
approve the Nelson subdivision. Motion carried.

Correspondence:
1. Resident thank you letter regarding the Mountain Road culvert replacement project
2. Ligonier Library’s request for donation
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to donate
$1,500.00 to the Ligonier Library. Motion carried.

3. Mutual Aid EMS thanking the LVDP and fire companies for their support and
coordination.
4. Police Commission Solicitor’s Letter – Supervisor Matson inquired about a possible
conflict of interest between the Chief and the Commissioners. The solicitor researched
the code and found there is no conflict.

Treasurer’s Report
Supervisor Verna reported the account balances as of December 8:
General Fund
$ 371,490
General Fund Reserves
687,447
Liquid Fuels Tax Fund*
86,261
Capital Fund Reserves*
27,564
Ligonier Beach Park*
429
Mill Creek Memorial Park*
29,005
Charlotte Hi Acre Waterline*
1,428
Total Funds Balance:

$1,203,624

*denotes funds are restricted
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to
approve the bills for November / December as presented. Motion carried.

Old Business:
1. The Ligonier Beach Request for Public-Private Partnership Proposals has been
advertised.
New Business:
1. T. Krowchak annual review, Tracy is a wonderful addition to the team, she is very
professional and has willingness to take on more duties, especially since the Code
Enforcement officer’s retirement.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to raise T.
Krowchak’s hourly rate by $0.50/hour. Motion carried.

2. Resolution R-23-20 corrects the Zoning Hearing Board appointment end dates, per
the Township’s own ordinance, so that each year one member’s term will expire.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to adopt
R-23-20. Motion carried.

3. 2021 Budget Adoption
Ligonier Valley Police Department Budget
The LVPD Commission has submitted their 2021 budget to the Township, noting there
is no increase from last year, for a total of $681,257 made payable in 6 installments and
the Ligonier Borough will be contributing the LVPD budget too.

•

A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Dan Resenic to adopt the
2021 LVPD budget. Supervisor Matson voted nay; motion carried 4 to 1.

Township Budget
The budget proposal before the Board includes a 1 mill increase and will have to use
approximately $133K from the reserves to balance.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to adopt
the 2021 Budget as presented. Supervisor Matson voted nay; motion carried 4
to 1.

4. A resolution setting the 2021 real estate tax millage rate at 5 mills.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to adopt
R-24-20. Supervisor Matson voted nay; motion carried 4 to 1.

Supervisor Comments
Supervisor Knupp – thanked Tracy for her work.
Supervisor Matson – asked if the Township has a tarp law. The answer is no.
Supervisor Verna – Suggested the Supervisor Matson meet with the Public Works
committee to identify areas for improvement and evaluate solutions. She noted on
average there are between 5-9 911 calls handled by the LVPD per shift, the department
is actively responding to incidents. While reviewing the Comp Plan, Police Services
was listed as one of the top three things residents value in our area.
Supervisor Resenic – asked if the new Oil & Gas amendment has a provision to test the
fracking water before it is pumped into the ground. There was a discussion about the
amendment process and the most recent updates. Mr. Korns said the updates were
based on current industry best practices and with the intent of avoiding litigation.
Supervisor Resenic would like to explore this next time the amendment is revised to
protect the residents.
Supervisor Beaufort – talked about how busy the LVPD and fire departments are – if
anyone wants to help, please volunteer.
•

A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to adjourn the
meeting at 7:56 PM. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Bethany Caldwell
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

