
Ligonier Township Supervisors 

Regular Meeting 

February 27, 2017 

The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 4:29 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance opening 

the meeting.  Present were Chair, Wade Thomas; Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie Verna; Supervisor, D. Scott 

Matson; Vice Chair, Paul Knupp; and Supervisor, John Beaufort.   

Public Comment - None 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve the minutes of the

February 13, 2018 meeting.  Motion carried.

Supervisor 

1. John Beaufort – Ligonier Township Municipal Authority needs for the Grease Trap Ordinance to

be enforced by the Township as it is causing issues from them, like at the Darlington plant.  Keith

Ashley is to start enforcing.

Announcement of Joint Comprehensive Plan Public Meeting at Ligonier Valley High School Auditorium on 

March 7, 2018 at 7PM. 

Staff Report 

Manager’s Report – Terry Carcella reported a check for $4,153 is for the townships share of a 

class action lawsuit that started years ago and we got notice of in 2016 to be part of the 

class. The lawsuit originally called "Cole's Wexford Hotel" vs. UPMC and Highmark 

insurance being sued for conspiring to reduce competition in the insurance markets for  

health insurance in Western PA in violation of federal antitrust laws. They were charged with 

preventing other providers of insurance from entering the market thus depriving small groups 

of other alternatives resulting in higher premiums for those purchasing in small health 

insurance plans. 

A FEMA issue is concerning our flood zones, attached NFIP policies for flood insurance 

showed Ligonier Township has the most policies issued in Westmoreland County.  

Compliance is the key to reducing costs for our residents by participating in a "Community 

Rating System" by mapping and enforcing our regulations properly and studying ways to 

reduce claims on flood insurance participants in the program. 

The CRS program will reduce premiums where we have better flood plain management in 

place for our residents. We will look at a number of items that in reality we are already doing 

in Ligonier Township. A staff person assigned and trained for this program (Flood Plain 

Administrator) or outside consultant.  

You may ask why we should be concerned.  To maintain the integrity of the community the 

continuing rise in flood insurance rates is detrimental to the re-sale of property in Ligonier 

Township. 

The reasonable rate of say, $800 a year for flood insurance could be $5,000 to $8,000 

dollars in coming years in addition to general homeowners insurance. Will a buyer come in 

knowing that the extra cost would far exceed anything they pay in property taxes for an 

average home? It could and will result in unsaleable homes that get no offers and eventually 

become blighted in the community bringing down property values in our neighborhoods. 



To get a better class rate in the chart is the only way our local government can help the 

residents get a discount on future flood insurance rates. 

To do nothing is only going to make the cost of these properties to diminish to the point of 

being unprofitable to sale and may have some owners eventually abandon the homes or in 

some cases demolish and remove from the tax rolls entirely. No decision is needed today, 

but we need to discuss and be aware of this pending problem and plan for the future. If we 

started today, it will take 6 months to a year to prepare for the CAV (Community Assistance 

Visit) and another 6 months to a year to get into the CRS program. (Community Rating 

System Program). 

Need to select a date in April for Dumpster Days, looking at April 21 or April 28, 

2018. Will have a definite date next meeting. 

April 2, 2018 is the start date for the state to begin work on the Route 711 bridge 

near the old Farabaugh's Chevrolet Dealership. 

Looking at our project for Clifford Woods Road Bridge going to need to be delayed 

due to high water and wanting to help Ligonier Township Municipal Authority their 

move of their line to prevent them from subbing it out and incurring high costs. 

Police Report – None 

Public Works – None 

Engineer Report – None 

Solicitor Report – None 

Zoning/Code Enforcement 

Keith reported: 





Correspondence: - None 

Treasurer’s Report-Stephanie Verna stated that the General Fund account balance is $567,164.66 the Act 13 

account balance is $39,619.82, the K-9 account balance is $46,701.02, the Liquid Fuels account balance is 

$1,486.76 the Developer’s account balance is $12,544.00, Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $70.51, the 

Equipment Fund $18,890.98, and the Capital Reserve CD’s $416,952.93 for a total of $1,103,430.68.  No action 

required. 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve payment of February

12, 2018 Bill Payment lists. Motion carried.

Old Business - None 

New Business 

 A motion was made by Wade Thomas and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve Township Manager,

Terry Carcella’s contract renewal with addition of $1,000/qtr. ($4,000 annual) Health Stipend paid

quarterly. Motion carried.

Public Comment 

1. Glenn Kalp - thinks the Township is going in right direction.  Supervisors are now talking and

letting public talk and they answer them occasionally.

Supervisors Comments 

Supervisor Scott Matson – No Comment. 

Supervisor Paul Knupp – No Comment. 

Supervisor John Beaufort – No Comment. 

Supervisor Stephanie Verna – No Comment. 

Supervisor Wade Thomas – No Comment. 

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to adjourn the meeting at 4:56 PM.  

Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roxanne Shadron 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 




