Ligonier Township Supervisors
Regular Meeting
January 24, 2017
The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 4:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance opening
the meeting. Secretary Bruce Robinson took roll call. Present were D. Scott Matson; Bruce Robinson; Gary
Thistlethwaite; Chairman, Wade Thomas; and Vice Chairman, Paul Knupp.


A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to suspend rules of the
meeting due to time constraints, to go out of order of the meeting. Motion carried

Supervisor Comments
1. Bruce Robinson- Addressed the issues with LTMA and there is 1.1 million in bank with LTMA. Line
break at reservoir and needs replaced and would eat up the funds to do so, 537 Plan update. Extend to
Fairfield water line-debt off the books this is not legal and not right. Malfunctioning lines in Oakgrove.
There are no grants out there to get, just debt.
2. Paul Knupp- Bruce covered it. Echo Bruce’s statements
3. Wade Thomas- Feels it would be beneficial at this time to render an explanation into the possible sale
of the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority. The Board of Supervisors has proven to the citizens of
Ligonier Township that over the last few years they have insured the township has operated in a
professional and fiscally reasonable matter, they even voted to lower the taxes from five to four mills
this year. We will continue to strive to find ways to operate in this manner. One issue at arose several
months ago was the possibility of selling Ligonier Township Municipal Authority. As any reasonable
local government agency would do, they looked at these possibilities, had numerous conversations
regarding what is best for the citizens of the township. With any large issue that would affect a large
portion of the population a lot of information was bannered about some was true and some false. The
Board of Supervisors will continually strive to make the best decisions they can to benefit the citizens of
the township, some decisions are easy and some are much more difficult. It is their responsibility to
look at these possibilities, render these decisions and the number one priority and number one question
they ask themselves is, “Does this benefit the citizens of Ligonier Township?” He hopes that everyone
can see the progress accomplished over the last few years, How far they have come as a government
entity from the days when the township was front-page news for all the wrong reasons. They look
forward to working with Ligonier Township Municipal Authority in the future in doing what is best for
the township.
4. Scott Matson- No Comment
5. Gary Thistlethwaite- No Comment

Public Comment
1. John Beaufort – In the past couple of years the Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors expressed an
interest in selling the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority to another entity. This meeting the Board
of Supervisors are considering voting to dissolve the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority, this is
well within their jurisdiction of the Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors and Ligonier Township
Municipal Authorities Board will respect that if that is the Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors
decision. As a representative of Ligonier Township Municipal Authority, I first want to express
Ligonier Township Municipal Authorities disagreement on any decision to sale the Ligonier Township
Municipal Authority and they have the points. We recognize in the past the Ligonier Township
Municipal Authority has not raised the rates and possibly set aside money for long-term goals of
Ligonier Township Municipal Authority. To ligate for not setting the money aside the Ligonier
Township Municipal Authority Board tried to keep the rates as low as possible and still run the Ligonier
Township Municipal Authority to keep the rates as low as possible for the citizens of Ligonier
Township. Ligonier Township Municipal Authority Board also state the Ligonier Township Municipal
Authority is a valuable and an income producing entity with more than a million one hundred some
thousand dollars at hand at this time and I will go into that a little later. We also want to recognize while
the expansion of the sewer system has been slow Ligonier Township Municipal Authority have
completed projects within the last 10-15 years. Ligonier Township Municipal Authority expand the
sewer system for example the Darlington area with the Darlington sewage plant and Laughlintown area.
As for the water, Ligonier Township Municipal Authority has reworked the filtration system, dredge the
reservoir, and replaced and added water lines down Red Rock and Darlington area, all done in the last
four years to amount to about eight million dollars spent. Ligonier Township Municipal Authority also
want to present to the Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors, citizens of Ligonier Township, and
media a business plan for the future of Ligonier Township Municipal Authority (attached). The plan
takes into account future expansion, future inter structure needs, management needs, and future
possibility of business opportunities. Ligonier Township Municipal Authority Boards feels that the plan
and the help the Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors can produce the expansion needed. Ligonier
Township Municipal Authority Board can manage the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority in a
professional manner a create business opportunities and expansion opportunities to insure the viability
of Ligonier Township Municipal Authority is here for many years in the future. Some of the goals, to
hire a manager as talk has been going on for the past three years since Paul has left, and want that done
immediately. The Authority Board wants to and have been working with the Ligonier Township Board
of Supervisors on the Act 537 and moving forward with the Oakgrove sewer system. Ligonier
Township Municipal Authority have the designs done and submitted to the state for their review and it
kicked back, because of the questions, “Are we going be there or not?” Raise the rate-definitely the
need to raise the rates eventually and would like to do over the course of two to three years are not about
to raise them twenty-five or thirty percent immediately. Talk of putting an inter structure fund setup,
Latrobe Municipal Authority has that setup and they a six dollar a quarter bill to set aside for replacing
inter structures. Need to hire a full-time secretary, also have and would want to keep developing a
research grant for Waterford/Wilpen expansion. Talked about and has been an on-going thing, brought
up through the citizens, to research business opportunities, expansion opportunities, replacement of
existing lines-Authority Board does and have discussed about replacing lines and working with the
Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors now for grants from the county for a line down by Idlewild.
Working with The EADS Group the township water engineer in replacing water meters, if there are
grants out there for that to do in the Waterford area. The business plan considers any historical
oversights and address any future expansion and business opportunity. What is does not take into
consideration is the great possibilities of federal monies granted for the inter structure projects. The new
administration has been quite clear of one of the priorities is fund and upgrade roads bridges, airports,
water lines and sewer line. Possible maybe, but we cannot and would not integrate into the business
plan; we certainly think that needs to be mentioned. Some of the grants the Authority got when doing
Darlington was through the Obama era when they started giving grants out and that keeps the rates low.

Could we go out and finance the project down through Oakgrove, the Authority has talked bonding and
the Authority could to do that, but the citizens the rates are going to have to be raised and citizens are
not going to be able to afford it. Therefore, that is why you work for grants and try to keep the rates as
low as possible. Does it happen overnight? No, it does not. We have demonstrated that in the past, we
are a viable and an income producing entity and with this business plan, we want to demonstrate that we
wish to continue and to be a viable income producing entity. However, we cannot accomplish this
without the support and assistants of the Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors. Ligonier Township
historically has some of the best water in the Commonwealth if not the entire country, Ligonier
Township Municipal Authority have been told that by some of the people bidding on the water. We
continue to offer our customers, the citizens of Ligonier Township a great product at a reasonable price.
After raising the rates, that product will continue to be a reasonable and high quality. Also should
mention a great service, but not least in this level of service a local authority to provide our citizens. In
Youngwood, Unity Township and many other communities throughout Westmoreland County, no
longer can they travel to discuss their water and sewage issues with local authorities; they must travel or
telephone New Stanton. In closing, what we have has slowly been disappearing from the country a
locally own Municipal Authority, are there issues that come with that, Yes. Do the pros outweigh the
cons, absolutely? I respect that Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors consider this plan and give the
Ligonier Township Municipal the opportunity to work alongside them and continue to bring great
service and great quality of product to the citizens. Ligonier Township Municipal Authority can
accomplish this if we work together. Thank you for your time. One of thing, I think we need to address,
and that is Bruce and Paul’s comments. The comments that the water line coming down from the
reservoir needs to be replaced, possibly. There is great debate whether it needs to be replaced; has it
broke, absolutely. Ligonier Township Municipal Authority have talked to other engineer firms and
municipalities and we believe that we do not have any more breaks than other municipalities do for the
amount of lines that Ligonier Township Municipal Authority has in Ligonier Township. Ligonier
Township Municipality Authority has looked at replacing that line when Paul was Manager; Paul came
to us and said, “I want to replace that line”. It was asked while Paul was the manager, what will it cost
Paul? Paul had no idea what it would cost. The Authority went out and got the cost and that is the
million dollars that Bruce brought up. Are we going to replace that line? Not sure and the engineers are
not sure that it really does need to be replaced. Are there other lines in the Township we looked at?
Absolutely. There are other lines and we know where those lines are, we talked to our engineer, are
working on that, and have worked on in the past. The money that you are saying to put this line up
through what you are doing with the Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County, their giving you so
much money and giving it back to them, so what are you getting from the Municipal Authority of
Westmoreland County? It really is not the money it is the service and the control of the Municipal
Authority it is the people. A lot of what Bruce said is true, but a lot is not.
2. Paul Hefner – Supervisors made a good investment in Mr. Falatovich, he and Mr. Carcella are
independent contractors. Supervisors are supposed to be caretakers of the township, but the fire sell
mentality at the end of the day, is it about water or future economic development? Water is the foremost
issue and we have the most pristine. Does not want inferior Johnstown water.
3. Randy Mollomo – Has there been a valuation done? As well as a separate independent valuation? If
so, will you share that information with the citizens this evening? If not, why would you abolish the
Ligonier Township Municipal Authority without knowing it true value? If valuation have not been
done, I suggest to at least tabling the vote to abolish the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority until
you have time to do your do diligent. Mr. Falatovich answered the question that a valuation has not
been done.
4. Don Kissell- Lifelong resident of the township and would like to thank Mr. Beaufort for doing is do
diligent. We have some of the purest water around. If Coors Light market and profit from the water
why can’t the township? Protect what you do have.

5. Stephanie Vern- Do appreciate some of the facts and information you guys shared at the beginning of
the meeting. Feel it would be super helpful if that information could be issued in a more formal manner
ahead of the meetings. Is a CPA and CFO of a company, very educated people here within the
township? Fact and Appearance, Conflict of Interest at least in appearance. Sounds like a large
conglomerate. Would rather have quality services and good quality of life then have taxes lowered.
6. Annie McDougal- Thank you for the Comprehensive Plan meeting. Topics touched on were
firefighters, tourism, public safety, and community and business development. EADS said the LTMA
was a work in progress. Very frustrated with the Supervisors lack of communication. Would like to
start a dialog with the Supervisors. The LTMA Board has done a fantastic job running the LTMA for
the past 22 years. Mr. Robinson should not vote on this as he has close connections with MAWC and
will you rejoin the MAWC board since your recent removal once this is all done?
7. Ed Oles – Main interest is the quality of the water his family uses. LTMA clearly has their data on their
website; however, MAWC had no data on their website. Johnstown water contains fluoride and the
township water does not. Ninety percent less contaminates in the township water than Johnstown water.
Want to keep our water.
8. Patty Ostosky – comprehensive plan a great response. Water is need for any new endeavors to succeed,
so why would you want to sell the best water around. There is the possibility of grants and changes
coming with the new Trump administration. Please do not sale the Ligonier Township Municipal
Authority and get the Ligonier Township comprehensive plan right.
9. Don Carey – Appreciate the work the supervisors do. This is a serious subject and agree with the
speakers before him. Nothing yet really cuts the mustard yet with the information provided. Please do
not sale the Authority.
10. Vickie Oles – Would be good to have a report from the information given at the beginning of the
meeting and is satisfied with the water quality and service of the LTMA. Gas drilling and fracking with
drinking water quality
11. Dave Kromel – Public has been held in the dark. Talked to Paul and he said trust me. If such a good
plan why is LTMA against it? Eight million dollar shortfall. When you played monopoly what did you
not sale-Utilities. Big issues here, do not sale the water.
12. Ron Nordstrom – Couple issues related and comprehensive survey that was done, the number one
concern was to keep to preserve the beauty, charm, integrate, and natural environment Ligonier and
Ligonier Township, clean Laurel Mountain water is one of these. Danger of fracking.
13. Rosalyn Robitale – Agree with all the speakers tonight that LTMA should not be sold or transferred to
the supervisors. Hope you provide more information
14. Collen Raymen – Live on a farm in the township with a well and septic system and MAWC one of the
potential buyers could force us to tap into the sewer system and have to pay thousands of dollars for a
service we do not want or need. Interested in being forced to pay for an inferior product, as we believe
there is a substantial difference in quality between our Ligonier spring water and something like
Johnstown city water.

15. Nate Johnason – Here as a citizen and business owner. Bread making of his business needs water and
the quality of what in the township prevented the purchase of a water purifier that saved money.
Suggestion to put in a bypass? Un-American to force people to pay for tap ins. State of execution.
16. Kathleen Platt – Very happy to be here, but quite disappointed that it took six months have a public
meeting. Has cousin in Pittsburgh that works for their water authority and he told me that Ligonier
Valley has the best water in Pennsylvania. Would like to go along with everyone else to keep the water.
Gary Falatovich spoke and provided some information and bullet points to the public. He apologized that the
information did not get out prior to the meeting. The valuation as to the ordinance there is nothing about the
sale of LTMA. The problem with a valuation being performed is that the Ligonier Township Board of
Supervisor do not own LTMA. The only thing the supervisors can do is appoint members to the board and vote
to dissolve the authority. All of your points are well taken. Read the ordinance that is in place there is nothing
on a sale. There are questions on what the LTMA Board can do what they intend in a timely manner.


A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to approve generally tabling
Ordinance 4-2017 the abolishment of the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority. Motion carried with
a 4-1 vote, Bruce Robinson voting Nay



A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve the minutes of the
December 13, 2016 meeting and January 3, 2017 Re-organization meeting. Motion carried

Staff Report
Manager’s Report – Terry Carcella reported that we collected $20,054.00 and $2,110.00 not collected
on the Hydrant Fees and on the Street Lights a $908.00 not collected. If resolution is approved tonight,
161 notices will be sent out to the customers in the rears. Recreation re-organization they reorganized
and talked about working on the Wilpen playground still funds available from grant and the possibility
of taking over the Laughlintown playground. Dirt and Fill Policy and new policy has been completed
and all citizens that are on the list will be provided with the new policy and application to be completed
if they are still interested.
Police Report – Lt. Wilson reported to look out for suspicious activity as we have a high increase in
drug activity please do not hesitate to report any suspicious activity that you see. Thank everyone on the
Drug Taskforce.
Answered Mrs. Oles letter on the intersection on Route 271 near Sheetz and Fork’s with the new traffic
pattern and the Chief did request a bigger sign and PADot did paint a sign on the road. Any further
improvements would need to be approve by PADot and we have limited amount of say. Please just slow
down and take your time.



A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve Promotion of
Partol Officer, Jonathan Murphy to Full-Time effective February 1, 2017. Motion carried



A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve Sgt. Friscarella annual
review of $1.00/hr. Motion carried
Public Works Report – Russ Morgan reported that they have been out snow plowing and that there
have been some vehicles in the Right-of-Way, he asked the township residents to please be as far off the
Right-of-Way as possible. Russ also reported that they have 1100 areas of catch basins and cross pipes
that they need to keep maintained, so he asked for help in reporting to him if you see any issues.
Engineer’s Report- Dorothy stated that she has no new information on our MS4 and Zion Church Road
Bridge and Mill Road Bridge were in such poor condition that they required yearly inspections and now
they can be removed and place on the two year inspection.
Solicitor’s Report – Michael Korns stated that he has nothing to report.
Zoning/Code Enforcement Report – Richard Bell reported:

LIEN LETTER INCOME

3,880.00

ZONING PERMITS

9,522.16

PEDDLER PERMITS

170.00

RIGHT OF WAY PERMITS

80.00

SIGN PERMITS

350.00

FIREWORKS PERMITS

300.00

OCCUPANCY PERMITS

270.00

DRIVEWAY PERMITS

50.00

NO-IMPACT HOME BASED BUSINESS

75.00

DEMOLITION PERMITS

450.00

SEWAGE PERMITS

2,097.50

BUILDING PERMITS

TOTAL INCOME 2015
TOTAL INCOME 2016

40,888.50

$ 15,990.90
$ 58.133.16

NUISANCE COMPLAINTS
This office has received (2) verbal complaints regarding properties within the township. Rich has
requested written complaint forms to be completed and returned.
OLD BUSINESS
The Zoning Office was subpoenaed regarding the Weimer case. Attendance is required at his
hearing on February 14, 2017.

NEW BUSINESS
Reorganization of the Zoning Hearing Board completed on January 17, 2017. Planning Commission
will reorganize at their January 26, 2017 meeting.


A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Scott Matson to approve the Buchko SubDivision. Motion carried

Correspondence
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Loyalhanna Watershed Letter, AG Security Request
Vickie Oles Letter on Traffic Pattern Near Sheetz Store
Westmoreland County Letter on Polling Location for 2017, May 16 & November 7, 2017
Furnace Run Dam, sent to DEP
Letter from Patty Ostrosky

Treasurer’s Report-Terry Carcella stated that the General Fund account balance is $563,144.77 the Act 13
account balance is $62,174.38, the K-9 account balance is $50,282.59, the Liquid Fuels account balance is
$37,855.95 the Developer’s account balance is $22,544.00, Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $9,881.20, the
Equipment Fund $23,570.98, and the Capital Reserve CD’s $414,045.54 for a total of $1,183,499.41. No action
required.


A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Paul Knupp the bill payments of January 9th
and 23rd bill payment lists. Motion carried

Old Business


A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Scott Matson to approve Resolution #2017-R01 Establishment of Annual Real Estate Tax for 2017. Motion carried.

New Business


A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve Wessel & Company
Auditors Engagement for 2016-2018 audit years for $11,500.00/year. Motion carried



A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to approve Ligonier Township
Auditors Re-Organization Report, setting $2,500.00 a year supervisor stipend to be paid quarterly, with
Wade Thomas and Bruce Robinson waiving theirs. Motion carried



A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to approve advertisement of notice
for Loyalhanna Watershed Request for AG Security for property fronting Old Route 30. Motion carried



A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve Resolution
#2017-R-02 Hydrant and Street Light notices in rears for 2016 for collection and penalties. Motion
carried.

Supervisors Comments
Supervisor Scott Matson – Donating his stipend pay to fire companies, Ligonier Cemetery, and Ligonier
Library as he has done in the past.
Supervisor Paul Knupp – Had a 45-minute meeting last Friday with Sarah Dunn regarding LTMA and he
offered to meet with anyone that would like to.
Supervisor Bruce Robinson – Resigned on November 16, 2016 from MAWC Board and he will not be
rejoining. Will vote for the best deal for the township. Sheetz’s offer for $650,000.00, but not a cash offer
it was an advance. Fluoride just voted out in MAWC’s water system.
Supervisor Gary Thistlethwaite – No Comment.
Supervisor Wade Thomas – No Comment.
A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Scott Matson to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 PM.
Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Shadron
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

