Ligonier Township Supervisors
Regular Meeting
July 11, 2017
The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 6:59 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance opening
the meeting. Secretary/Treasurer, Bruce Robinson took roll call. Present were Chairman, Wade Thomas; Vice
Chairman, Paul Knupp; Secretary/Treasurer, Bruce Robinson; and Gary Thistlethwaite. D. Scott Matson was
not present.
Public Comment – None


A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve the minutes of the
June 13, 2017 meeting. Motion carried

New Business


A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve request to dispose
of 1981 Loader; 5 painted beams purchased for Mill Road Bridge last year and not used as prefabricated bridge was purchased; and purchased used Plasma cutter and place on Municibid. Motion
carried.



A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve Richard Bell’s new
two and half (2 ½) year contract, $38,822.50 for year one and $40,375.40 year two. Motion carried.



A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve request for two
staff members to attend Penn Prime Risk conference in State College September 14th and 15th. Motion
carried.



A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve request of
$5,375.00 to use ACT 13 Funds to Purchase a Watch Guard Camera System for Patrol Unit 470.
Motion carried.
Wade Thomas – Stated he has been working with the Ligonier Township Municipal Authority Board
on a five-year Lease Agreement. They have set the operating building expenses to ten percent (10%),
Capital Improvements to fifteen percent (15%) to commence on January 1, 2018 and capped at
$100,000 unless reviewed with Ligonier Township Municipal Authority Broad and approved for more.
The new roof installed this year would be included in the Capital Improvements. Ligonier Township
Municipal Authority will complete the lawn mowing of the Municipal Complex grounds and Ligonier
Township will continue to do the plowing.

Supervisor
Paul Knupp – Fire companies started their fundraiser, as they are all volunteer. Please help them out.


A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve to advertise for
a full-time Police Officer.

Staff Report
Manager’s Report – Terry Carcella reported repairs to Betz Road was approximately ½ mile to include
basins, cross drains, pipe and paving. Peoples Road and Carey School Road has $1,800 in emergency
repairs. Behind everywhere. Roxanne and Terry will be going over the first six month of the budget in
the following week and in August; they will be starting the 2018 draft budget. FOP contract
negotiations are in process and pension plan is 154 % funded. Wilpen Bridge will close down July 24,
2017. No violations at Everview Estates. The 711-bridge repair has been postponed to February due to
not receiving their permit in time.
Police Report – None.
Lt. Wilson stressed to be careful in flash floods and to avoid driving through flooded waters. Wished
Chief Matrunics a speedy recovery.
Public Works Report – Russ Morgan, Public Works Director reported that seal and chipping of the
roads will start the week of July 17, 2017 pending weather and the rest in August. Wilpen playground
now has a new roof and restored picnic table.
Engineer’s Report- Dorothy reported the GP11 permit for Clifford Woods Road Bridge they now have
and they have received eight bids in so far. They are working on the detour that will be put in place
while Clifford Woods Road Bridge is being replaced. Peoples Road they met with Rob with the
Conversation District, there is some stream restoration needed along Peoples Road and two separate
areas that are like 14 feet within the road, and because the stream has the potential to impact the road
way it is eligible for the Dirt and Gravel Roads Program. They are going to be approaching the
Loyalhanna Watershed and The Westmoreland Conservancy to put a project together and solicit for the
grant with the Dirt and Gravel Roads Program with applications due in October, so it will not be done
until next year. Jessica with Westmoreland Conservation District is pleased with the work completed at
Everview Estates, but she stated that there may need to be more seeding and she would like to see
erosion control around the swell.
Solicitor’s Report – Michael Korns reported that he attended the Planning Commission Meeting in June
and provide members with the first draft on the SALDO and the we be reviewing it in sections with
sections 1-15 to be completed in July’s meeting and the rest at August meeting. Michael explained what
the letter from Westmoreland County on Re-Districting of voter districts meant and the Board of
Supervisors stated to leave as is and let the County handle.
Zoning/Code Enforcement Report – Richard Bell reported:
Total Income from Lien Letter Requests

-

$525.00

Building Permits Issued

Income

3

$

874.39

4

$

216.40

Total Income Generated

$ 1,615.79

Zoning Permits

This office received three code complaints this reporting period. First was a complaint about a dead
animal a long side a private lane. Second was a complaint related to a neighbor digging a trench
diverting water. Third was a complaint regarding a possible illegal business in the Darlington area.
Zoning Hearing Board
The Zoning Hearing Board did not meeting in June.
Planning Commission
The Planning Commission met in June to further discuss the Sub-Division and Land Development
Ordinance (SALDO). Mr. Korns issued a rough draft of a SALDO to the Planning Commission
members for review.
The Planning Commission also voted to forward several changes to the Zoning Ordinance to the Board
of Supervisors and Mr. Bell explained these to the Board of Supervisors. The Planning commission
voted to make their recommendation to the Board of Supervisors


A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve rezoning of the
Smith Sub-Division. Motion carried.

Correspondence
1. Plenary Walsh on Route 711 Bridge Status & DEP Permit Status
2. Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County Letter Violation & Darlington Plant Status
3. Westmoreland County Letter on Re-Districting of Voter Districts – Board of Supervisors stated to
leave as is and let the County handle.
Treasurer’s Report-Terry Carcella stated that the General Fund account balance is $645,025.78 the Act 13
account balance is $77,328.82, the K-9 account balance is $48,362.64, the Liquid Fuels account balance is
$6,328.93 the Developer’s account balance is $12,544.00, Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $289,431.80, the
Equipment Fund $18,890.98, and the Capital Reserve CD’s $416,497.29 for a total of $1,514,410.24. No action
required.


A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve payment of
June 26, 2017 and July 11, 2017 Bill Payment lists. Motion carried.

Old Business – None
Executive Session
The supervisors went into executive session at 6:00 PM and returned at 6:55 PM, Solicitor Michael Korns stated
that he was in attendance and items discussed were in compliance with the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act.
Supervisors Comments
Supervisor Scott Matson – No Present.
Supervisor Paul Knupp – Not Present.

Supervisor Bruce Robinson – No Comment.
Supervisor Gary Thistlethwaite – No Comment.
Supervisor Wade Thomas – No Comment.
A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Bruce Robinson to adjourn the meeting at 7:35
PM. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Shadron
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

