Ligonier Township Supervisors
Regular Meeting Minutes
November 9, 2021
The Supervisors of Ligonier Township met in regular session at 7:00 PM. Present were
Chair, John Beaufort; Vice Chair, Paul Knupp; Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie Verna;
Supervisor, D. Scott Matson; and Supervisor, Dan Resenic.
Also present were Manager, Terry Carcella; Solicitor, Michael Korns; Engineer Ben
Faas; Zoning Officer, Jim Nieusma, and Finance Officer, Bethany Caldwell.
Public Comment
1. April Luff (resident), had questions about the Emma Clark subdivision approved last
year. Mr. Nieusma offered to set up an appointment during which time he could
answer questions.
2. Dave Madden (resident), also asked about the Emma Clark subdivision.
3. Patrick Caffrey (Armor Drive resident), approached the Township previously (2017)
seeking help with a 2” galvanized private water line replacement. At that time, the
Board agreed to assist, but to date have been unsuccessful securing a grant. In the
meantime, the Green Acres residents have come forward asking for help replacing
their private water line too. Can we work together to get these projects done? The
estimates continue to increase, more than $50k since the last time the project was
evaluated. The line replacement and addition of a fire hydrant will increase water
quality, reliability and safety.

4. Phil Pierre from the Pittsburg Film Office stated that Netflix will be filing a $100M
budget movie starring Christian Bale in mid-December on private property within the
Township (Compass Inn & Penguin Court). This is a low impact project, the Ligonier
Valley Police to assist with some traffic control along Route 30 as needed.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Dan Resenic to
approve the minutes from the October 26, 2021 meeting. Motion carried.

Supervisors Comment
Supervisor Resenic – Thanked the residents for voting for him. He will do this job to the
best of his ability and look after the community’s best interest while ensuring tax payers
dollars are spent efficiently. He also expressed deep gratitude to the police for their
work removing an unregistered gun with a clip holding 50 rounds off the street.
Manager’s Report
Mr. Carcella deferred his report to Chief Berger. Chief Berger read the following
statement, recognizing the heroism of four township residents, Jason Fisher, Jeffrey
Rhodes, Chad McMullen and Ryan Johnson:

On October 6th 2021, around 11:52 a.m. the four of you were working when you heard
someone in distress, yelling for help. You got into a vehicle and by the grace of God
were able to determine his location, ¼ of a mile away and locate him. His location was
not easy to find, but you did not stop following the cries for help. The injured party was
found down over a spillway approximately 30 feet down over a bank with extremely
serious injuries. These injuries included a massive amount of blood loss. Your instincts
and adrenaline went into action like a team that was trained for emergency response.
You called 911, provided care to stop the bleeding, directed the Police, Fire, and EMS
to a location that was difficult to find, helped emergency crews extricate the patient up
an extremely steep embankment… On behalf of myself, Assistant Chief Matrunics, the
Waterford Volunteer Fire Department and the Mutual Ambulance Service, the Ligonier
Valley Police Commission and that Ligonier Township Board of Supervisors, we honor
the four of you for your heroism in saving the life of the patient. We will forever be
grateful for your actions on that terrible date.
Correspondence:
1. Dean Banko’s request to use the trail January 2, 2022 from approximately 8-12:30
for a 5k race.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to
approve Mr. Banko’s request to hold a 5k race on the township’s trail on January
2 from approximately 8 a.m. to 12:30 provided he secures a one-day event
insurance policy for a $1M coverage with the Township indemnified and named
as an additional insured. Motion carried.

2. Notice of Liquid Fuels 2020 Audit
Engineer’s Report – none
Supervisor Verna asked when the Ligonier Beach Demo specs will be available for their
review. Mr. Faas responded they could be reviewed after the meeting
Solicitor’s Report – none
Ligonier Valley Police Department Report – see attached
Chief Berger thanked the Ligonier Valley Endowment for their $16,054 grant. This grant
funded the purchase of seven in-car laptop computers.
Zoning & Code Report – see attached
Supervisor Resenic asked if there have been any fines. No, none to date. Supervisor
Verna asked for clarification on report statistics - the “5” of the 55 permits issued last
month were for new family homes.
Treasurer’s Report
Supervisor Verna reported the account balances as of November 9:

General Fund
$232,928
General Fund Reserves
685,088
APRA Fund
333,476
Liquid Fuels Tax Fund*
7,089
Capital Fund Reserves*
40,067
Ligonier Beach Park*
115,847
Mill Creek Memorial Park*
1,209
Charlotte Hi Acre Waterline* 44,048
Developer’s Account*
2,407
Total Funds Balance:

$1,462,159

*denotes funds are restricted
•

A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve
the bills for as presented. Motion carried.

Executive Session – none
Old Business:
1. STMP Draft Report (Step 1)
Mr. Carcella went over the highlights of the report. Supervisor Verna asked why our
grant activity was excluded from the report? Staff to ask Grass Roots. (Because the
study analyzes “base” revenue / expenses only.) Supervisor Resenic asked if it was
appropriate for STMP to review the potential private waterline projects. There was a
discussion about strategies to replace these lines. Supervisor Matson said that Public
Works should be involved when it is decided how to spend the remaining ~$300k ARPA
funds.
New Business:
1. Gregorich subdivision
•

A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Dan Resenic to approve
the Gregorich subdivision. Motion carried.

2. Piper subdivision
•

A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Dan Resenic to approve
the Piper subdivision. Motion carried.

3. Outside-In subdivision
•

A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Dan Resenic to approve
the Outside-In subdivision. Motion carried.

4. Tibbott subdivision – deferred to the November 23 meeting.
5. Amend the 2021 Union Holiday Schedule
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp amending
the 2021 Holiday Schedule by moving the New Year’s holiday from January 3,
2022 to December 31, 2021. Motion carried.

6. Approve the 2022 Union Holiday Schedule (Note that New Year’s Day will not be
observed in 2022 since it’s been amended to the 2021 holiday schedule.)
•

A motion was made by Dan Resenic and seconded Paul Knupp approving the
2022 Holiday Schedule. Motion carried.

7. Resolution # 21-12, Transfer of funds from ARPA Fund to General Fund – tabled.
8. Resolution # 21-13, Annual Real Estate Tax Rate for 2022 (no increase)
•

A motion was made by Dan Resenic and seconded Stephanie Verna approving
Resolution 21-13, setting the 2022 real estate millage tax rate at 5 mills. Motion
carried.

9. L. Mulheren retirement
•

A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Dan Resenic accepting
Leonard Mulheren’s resignation letter. Motion carried.

Public Comment “B” – none
Supervisor Comments
Supervisor Matson – thanked residents for voting, thanked Roxanne for running.
Supervisor Knupp – thanked Lenny Mulheren for his years of service. Thanked the
heroes that were recognized here tonight.

Supervisor Verna – recognized Lenny for his service, appreciated his work, he had a lot
of knowledge about the community, wishes him well. The Ligonier Valley Police
Commission would like to extend the current police charter agreement another five
years (ending December 2026) for capital / budget planning purposes.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Dan Resenic, to
extend the Ligonier Valley Police agreement for five years beyond the existing
contract. Motion carried.

Supervisor Verna clarified the Borough will need to take similar action.
Supervisor Resenic – thanked Lenny for his service. He asked about the asphalt roller
repair estimates and requested this item be on the next Public Works Committee
meeting agenda for discussion / action. He also asked that the Public Works Union
steward be involved in the process of selecting the new person to fill the department’s
vacancy. Lastly, the 2022 budget draft was advertised and has been made available for
public inspection / comment. He plans on meeting with the finance officer to go over the
2022 budget plan in more detail and encouraged others to meet as well.
Supervisor Beaufort – also thanked Lenny for his service to the Township.
•

A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Dan Resenic to
adjourn the meeting at 7:55 PM. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Bethany Caldwell
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

November 2021 Zoning Report
Qty
17

Lien Letter Income

Amount
525.00

Permits
Building/UCC
Zoning
Demolition
Driveway

5
7
0
0

1,712.50
576.60
-

Fireworks
No-Impact Home Based Business
Occupancy
Peddler
Right-of-Way
Sign
Sewage
Special Events
Total: Permits

0
0
1
0
1
2
6
1
23

75.00
640.00
1,935.00
4,939.10

Total
Total Income Yr-#-SFH(MH)/Dup

5,464.10

2021 Permits 55-5 (0)sfh/0dup $75k-500k

192/203

$ 34,732.60

2020 Permits 73-7(1)sfh/0dup $85k-1.1m

218/167

$ 81,133.10

2019 Permits 72-8(4)sfh/0dup $138-950K

171/187

$ 64,312.32

2018
2017
2016
2015

141/200

$ 67,625.93

Permits 57-6(0)sfh/0dup $100k-2.2m
Permits 53-5(2)sfh/4dup
Permits 57-8(0)sfh/7dup
Permits 28-6(0)sfh/1dup

ZHB cancelled no agenda
Rec Committee canceled
Planning Commission approved & forwarded 4
subdivisions, revwd map corrects
4 CC rcvd, 3 abnd bldg/unkempt property,
junk vehicles, 1 no permits. 8 letters sent out for
violations, 6 vol. comply-2 UTD
Respectfully submitted by Jim Nieusma

Zoning/Code/Community Development Officer

#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

November 2021 Lien Letter
Comer, 51-15-070-040
Matthews, 51-09-00-0-030
Springer, 51-33-03-0-024 & 51-33-07-0-099
Barnhart, 51-24-14-0-009
Kenyon, 51-23-00-0-015
Shutter, 51-11-00-0-031
Troy, 51-23-00-0-055
Wing, 51-17-00-0-059, 51-17-00-0-242, 51-17-00-0-058
Blaszkowski, 51-14-00-0-041

November total

Amount
$
25.00
$
25.00
$
50.00
$
25.00
$
25.00
$
25.00
$
25.00
$
75.00
$
25.00

$300.00

