
 
 

Ligonier Township Supervisors 

Regular Meeting 

April 23, 2019 

 

The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 4:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance opening 

the meeting.  Present were Vice Chair, John Beaufort; Supervisor Paul Knupp; Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie 

Verna, and Supervisor, D. Scott Matson.  Chair, Wade Thomas was absent. 

 

Public Comment - None 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve the April 9, 2019 

regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

Supervisor Comments – None 

Deiss Halmi – ACT 537 Alternative Plan Review 

Steve Halmi stated the four options, three low-pressure systems and one gravity system they would all initially 

add either eight hundred fifteen or eight hundred twenty-seven (815 or 827) new equivalent dwelling units 

(EDUs) with either one hundred fifty-one or two hundred twenty-four (151 or 224) future equivalent dwelling 

units (EDUs) potentially being added in a later phase.  The most cost-effective option of those discussed 

involves construction of a membrane bioreactor sewage treatment plant by Wilpen Road. 

“We submitted a plan to Department of Environmental Protection informally last summer just to get their 

feedback.”  “But it wasn’t a formal submission and it won’t be a formal submission until you pass an official 

resolution to adopt it and that’s the next step, to seek those public comments from the various agencies, give the 

public the opportunity to comment and formally adopt it by resolution.”  

The plans have changed significantly from earlier plans proposing a gravity system feeding into the Municipal 

Authority of Westmoreland County treatment plant just outside Ligonier Borough with costs expected to exceed 

twenty ($20) million dollars.  Conservative estimates for the costs for three low-pressure system options two, 

involve construction of a new Ligonier Township Municipal Authority treatment plant came in below the 

projected costs for a gravity system. 

Without grant funding and factoring in money from tap-in fees or customers paying for the cost of individual 

grinder pumps, the three low-pressure options would carry a monthly cost of one hundred twenty-six dollars to 

one hundred thirty-eight dollars ($126-$138) per equivalent dwelling units (EDUs) for the new customers 

initially added through the sewer expansion. That monthly figure would include debt service for the 

construction costs as well as operation and maintenance costs.  Assessing tap-in fees to new customers and 

having customers pay for their individual grinder pumps would lower the monthly cost; Ligonier Township 

Municipal Authority charged new customers tap-in fees of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) when the sewer 

system in the Laughlintown and Darlington areas were performed. The authority’s current sewer tap-in fee is 

eighteen hundred dollars ($1,800) and Ligonier Township Municipal Authority Manager, Anthony “Griff” 

Griffith said the per-customer grinder pump cost is expected to be less than three thousand dollars ($3,000) and 

the responsibility for maintaining, repairing, and replacing the grinder pumps would be Ligonier Township 

Municipal Authority’s.  Customers would have the cost of electricity used for the pumps being between a dollar 

fifty to two dollars and twenty-five cents ($1.50-$2.25) per month.  Griffith “Griff” stated one million dollars 

could be generated by the tap-in fees and go toward the project total cost. The monthly cost per equivalent 

dwelling units (EDU) could be lowered to seventy dollars ($70) if the township is successful in securing it a 

grant.  



 
 

 A motion was made by John Beaufort and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve sending the ACT 

537 Alternative Plan to Ligonier Township Municipal Authority, Planning Commission, and County 

Planning for their review.  Motion carried. 

Staff Report 

Public Work – Dorothy with The Markosky Engineering Group reported that the Public Works 

committee and Director, Russ Morgan; Township Manager, Terry Carcella and her met and discussed 

the platform for training of the Asphalt Zipper.  Firehall Road (five hundred and twenty feet) is the 

platform that would like to be used, as it is all relatively level and the condition is in need of repair, so 

they would add a three-inch binder after performing the reclaim. 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to approve advertisement for 

bids of three-inch binder material for Firehall Road (2700 sq. yd.).  Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Paul Knupp to place the 1995 Red Ford Dump 

Truck and the One Ton Roller on Municibid to sell.  Motion carried. 

 

Manager’s Report - Terry reported on a proposed zoning ordinance amendment to the cellular and 

small wireless facilities called the DAS systems, the ordinance is needed to identify and regulate 

placement of the DAS systems in the township right-of-way. 

 

The new Asphalt Zipper was displayed outside and the initial training is scheduled for the first week in 

May.  Public Works has/is prepping roads for bid projects for sealing of our roads with Russell Standard 

set for this summer. 

 

Recycling continues to be a challenge with residents placing contaminants in the bins.  The Aluminum 

can container was permanently removed after the last meeting and a sign notifying of the collection 

removal was put in its place.  He plans to install more signage along with video cameras to attempt to 

identify the abusing party. 

 

Solicitor Report – Code Hearings from April 22, 2019 with District Justice, Theil for two nuisance 

complaints, one was resolved and the other was continued for thirty days to provide time for the 

township official to inspect the property since it has been worked on. 

 

Correspondence 

 

1. Marlene Kough Letter – in support of Ligonier Beach and suggestions. 

2. Westmoreland County Conservation Letter – May 3rd meeting. 

3. Ligonier Borough Mayor, Bellas Letter – DEP help in Route 30 corridor clean up. 

 

Treasurer’s Report-Stephanie Verna reported that the General Fund account balance is $355,882.58 the Act 13 

account balance is $27,303.20, the Liquid Fuels account balance is $1,317.34 the Developer’s account balance 

is $15,877.33, Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $549,000.00, the Equipment Fund $29,871.98, and the 

Capital Reserve CD’s $635,537.10 for a total of $1,614,789.53  No action required. 

  

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve payment of April 22, 

2019 Bill Payment lists. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Executive Session 

 

The Supervisors went into executive at 5:46 PM returning at 6:04 PM. Solicitor, Michael Korns stated 

that he was in attendance and items discussed were in compliance with Pennsylvania Sunshine Law and 

were of property matters. 

   

Old Business 

 

Ligonier Township Facebook Page – Bethany reported the statics and benefits of the township having a 

Facebook page.  (See attached) 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to approve the creation of a 

township Facebook page.  Motion carried. 

 

New Business 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by StephanieVerna to approve Resolution #20-2019 

DCED PA Unit Debt Act For Loan at a term of five-years at a two percent rate paid back from General 

Fund for the Asphalt Zipper.  Twenty-five thousand to be paid from each of ACT 13 Fund and 

Equipment Fund the balance of thirty thousand three hundred and thirty-five to be paid from General 

Fund Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve Westmoreland County 

Conservation District Agreement Renewal for a five-year term.  Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to approve sending DAS Mini 

Cell Ordinance Amendment to Planning Commission and County Planning for review.  Motion carried. 

Resolution #21-2019 Myers School Road Closure for Coal Loaders was tabled to next meeting for the 

amendment of sealing and chipping and to up the five hundred dollar daily penalty to five thousand dollars. 

 A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Paul Knupp to accept Municibid Stone Chipper 

Bid of $1,200.00.  Motion carried. 

Public Comment – None 

 

Supervisors Comment 

 

John Beaufort – stated the Volunteer Fire Departments would like and ordinance to be able to bill 

insurance companies for wrecks. 

 

 A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Stephanie Verna to advertise for the ordinance.  

Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 

PM.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roxanne Shadron  

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 


